82     THE CHILD'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

u God will surely punish him, either in the form of
a serious accident, or death, or his parents might be
taken from him, while he is only young."

" God as a punishment may wish me not to live
long in this world, which would be a very severe
punishment."

u By illness or death which otherwise would not
have happened. If she is not punished in these ways
the children after her will have it handed down on
them."

" God might put the punishment on his children
and make him have plenty of sorrow. He might
let his house be struck by lightning or something
fall on him and kill him."

There is clear evidence to shew that such thoughts
as are expressed in the following quotations are
vividly present in the minds of some children during
sicknesses they themselves experience (see the case
referred to on p. 87).

tc I think she would be punished by God in this way.
If she happened to be very ill any time and thought
she would not get better, she might ask God to help
her and have mercy on her. Then God may not
take any notice of her and she might die."

" God will punish him. When he gets older he
will have children and he will be proud of them ;
so God will perhaps kill his children and perhaps he
will die from the loss of his children, that will be his
punishment."

Some of the statements of the probable intervention
of God are surprising in their directness, and perhaps
certain older people who read them will question
whether these thoughts ever seriously occur to the